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THE 
TRUE INTEREST 

: OF THE 
Land-Owners of Great Britain: 


OR, THE V 185 Ac 5Yy 
HUSBAND-MEN'S ESSAY. 
CONTAINING 


A Short View of the Principal IMPEDIMENTS 
to Incloſing many of our Common Fields: 


AND, 


Shewing the Great Neceſſity of removing theſe 
trivial Difficulties, which obſtruct and hinder 
ſuch vaſt Improvements. 


5 TOGETHER | 
With the Beſt and Only Method of Rend'ring 
Incloſures more eafily accompli/h'd. 


For the BENEFIT of the PUBLICK. 
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! * AVING for ſome Tears 
IG, entertain d a deep Senſe of 
PE re 5 ufferings and Calami- 
ties of ous Countrymen , the Land- 
Owners, in many of our Common-Fields, 


who are reduced to extreme Poverty 
and Diftreſs, thro the Malewolence, 
Obſtimacy, and Ignorance of a few, 
who arbitrarily force the Majority to 
work againſt the Nature of their. Land, 
and prevent them from improving the 
A 2 ſame; 
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The PRE FACE. 


ſame; and by being countenancd and 


allow'd in the moſt unreaſonable Op- 
poſition, have thereby procured, and 
do fill procure, Ruin and Poverty to 


: innumerable Families, and unſpeakable 


Loſs and Damage to the Publick : We 


therefore thought it highly incumbent | 
on us to lay before the Publick, a 
Sketch of the ſeveral Bars and Inpe- 
diments to our Country's Improvements 


by Inclofing, ſo neceſſary in many Parts 


thereof, and ſo long labour d after in 
Hain. If it be conſider d in the firſt 


Place, how great a Diſproportion the 
Conſenting Side bears always, both in 
Number and Worth, to the Oppoſing; 


Or ſecondly, the great Folly and Un- 
reaſonableneſs ow which ſuch Oppaſi- 


tion is for the maſt part founded; or 
22 


The PREFACE. 


laſtly, the prodigious M iſchiefs vhere- 


by occaſion d to the Common-weal ; un- 
der all theſe Conſiderations, this Caſe 
muſt be allow'd to be One, if not the 
Firft of thoſe Grievances which plead 
moſt ſtrongly for immediate Relief. This 


Caſe hath flood alone for Ages moſt 


fatally diſregarded, tho the Neceſſity 
of a Redreſs has long ago been demonſtra- 


ted as great, and the Claims thereto as 


juſt, as any other Thing which hath at 
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Containing a SHoRT VIEW of 


The CHIET IMPEDIMENTS to 
Incloſing Common-Field Land, Sc. 
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Non verd Terre ferre omnes omnia poſſunt. 
Virg. Geor. 2. 
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HE great Variety of Soils demands 
as great Difference almoſt in the 
Culture and Management; and as 
there is no Land which will bear all 
things, ſo is there ſcarce any, which, 
1 proper Husbandry, would not be made 
uſeful for ſomething : The Cultivation, how- 
ever, of all ſorts of Land in that Method which 
is moſt agreeable to the Nature of the Soil, 
and moſt beneficial to the Farmer or Occupier, 
1s 


151 
is allowedly the chiefeſt Care and firſt Concern 
of every Husbandman who wou'd not labour 
in vain : Thus the ingenious Gardener lays out 
his different Plots, and ſows or plants them with 
what he eſteems moſt ſuitable to each particular 
Quarter, whether natural or prepared; on this 


Plot we ſee the Aſparagus flouriſh, on that the 


Artichoke ; here the Vine delighting in the Sun, 
and there the Pear in the cooler. Shade. In a 
word, we fee in a well-order'd Garden, every 
Yard, almoſt, of Ground, fill'd and flouriſhing 
with what is moſt proper and agreeable to the 
Nature of the Soil and Situation. 

And what is a Common-Field, but a lar- 
ger Garden? only with this vaſt Difference in- 
deed, That in the firſt, there are oftentimes very 
many Proprietors concern'd, who hinder one a- 
nother from managing their Land in the moſt 
proper way; in the latter, perhaps but One 
Man, who has the ſole Management, and di- 
rects how every Plot ſhall be cultur'd and or- 


der'd to the utmoſt Advantage, a due Regard 


being always had to the Nature of his Soil, 


and the differing Sorts of it. But is it not al- 


together as requiſite for the Husbandman, as 
well on the publick as his own private Ac- 
count, that the different ſorts of Soil in an 
open or common Field (which require variety of 
Management to make the beſt of them) ſhould 


be occupy'd in the moſt improveable and na- 


tural 
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ſeveral Quarters of the other's Garden ſhould 
be ſo? 

But that this is altogether impracticable in a 
common Field, wherein diverſe Men, of va- 
rious Opinions, are equally concern'd, is un- 
deniably true; and it is evidently owing to this 
Diverſity, that very large Tracts of Land in 
England remain to this Day, either wholly un- 
cultivated, or elſe employ*d and occupied in a 
very low way of Advantage to what they are 
capable of, provided they were husbanded in a 
proper Method, and put to ſuch Uſes as the 
Nature of the Soil ſeems evidently to require: 
For, we very often ſee Land, divided only by 
an Hedge and Ditch, and no manner of Diffe- 
rence in the Nature of the Soil, on one Side 
let at Sixteen Shillings per Acre, or more, and 
on the other at leſs than Six Shillings per Acre: 
And in ſome Places, there is a much greater 
Diſproportion, ariſing merely from Incloſing, 
which renders every Man at liberty to put his 
Land to a proper Uſe, and improve the ſame 
to the very great Benefit of Himſelf, and the, 


Common-Weal in general. 


It would be ſuperfluous to recount the exceed- 
ing great Advantages and Improvements ari- 
fing in many Parts of this Kingdom from Inclo- 
fures, ſince there are many Treatiſes, both antient 


and modern, already on that Subject, and many 


B demonſtrable 


tural Method of Husbandry, as it is, that the 


110 
demonſtrable Proofs of them in all ſorts of Land, 
but of late Years more eſpecially in the weaker 
and poorer ſort ; the Farmers whereof have been 
reduced to the utmoſt Extremities, when they 
held it in Common, at Three or Four Shil- 
lings per Acre; but, after incloſing, and above 
doubling their Rents, have found a comforta- 
ble Subſiſtence for themſelves and Families, 
There needs, however, no ſtronger Confirma- 
tion of the Benefit and Reality of theſe Im- 
provements, than that thoſe very Men wha 
have in ſome Places appeared the moſt ſtrenu- 
ous Oppoſers of them, have not been able ta 
raiſe one ſingle Objection againſt Incloſing, a3 
(0 that Point. | 

If then the Scheme an Incloſure proceeds up- 


on be juſt and equitable, with regard to all Par- 


ties concern'd, and each Proprictor hath his pro- 
portionable Part allotted as exactly as poſſible 
(Quantity, Quality, and Convenience conlider'd) 
one would imagine, that every Man ſhould 
readily comply with ſuch equal Meaſures, and 
ſuch advantageous Terms; and that he ſhould 
be Pleaſed to know his own Advantage, and re- 
Joice in the Opportunity of doing Himſelf, his 
Poſterity, his Neighbour, and his Country Ser- 
vice: But---- alas! inſtead of this, tis quite the 
reve erſe, and we find in many, too many Places 
of this Nation, Improvements of this kind at- 
tended with inſupezable Difficulties, notwith- 
COME ſtanding 
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ſtanding what is urg d to promote them be de. 


monſtrative and clear to all People's unpreju- 


diced Reaſon and Senſe of the Matter; nay, 
and we will venture to ſay; even to many of 


our Opponents themſelves. 


What then theſe Clogs and Impediments are; 
on whoſe Account ſome Men run counter to 
their own Advantage, and obſtruct the Benefit 
of their Neighbours, and the publick Weal, 
the Delign of this Eſſay is to expoſe to the 
publick View ; that all Perſons may ſee the lit- 
tle Weight of theſe Opponents Reaſonings, and 


the fatal Miſchiefs occaſionꝰd by them to whole 
Pariſhes and Communities, everi no leſs than 


their total Undoing. i 
Beſore we enter on our principal Deſign: - we 
eſteem it not improper to give a ſhort Deſcrip- 
tion of the Miſeries and Inconveniencies incident 
to many of our Common-Fields. To purſue a 
little farther; then; the Similitude betwixt the 
Garden and the Common-Field ; tis not at all 
unreaſonable to affirm, That if an equal Number 
of Common-Field Men were concern'd in the 
former, as in the latter, we ſhould ſee the Me- 
lon riſe ſituated in the moſt ſhaded and coldeſt 
Part, of the Garden; whilſt the Cabbage and 
the. Colewort were expoſed on the warmeſt Soil, 
and to the hotteſt Sun-ſhine : So intirely void of 
Reafon are ſome; and fo perverſe are others; 
with that Share of Underſtanding they conceit 
B 2 | them- 


1121 
themſelves Maſters of! What Checks, what 
Diſcouragements, and Impediments, this Igno- 
rance and Perverſeneſs have thrown croſs the 
way of many a vaſt intended Improvement, and 
what infinite Detriment hath thereby been occa- 
ſion'd to whole Pariſhes, and conſequently to the 
Publick, Experience hath too long and often 
confirm'd in many of our Common-Fields; in 
moſt of which; indeed, is afforded daily Mat- 
ter of Grief and Vexation to every honeſt and 
induſtrious Husbandman. 

Here, a Man is ty'd down by the Obſtinacy 
of others, to act all his Life in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to Nature, Judgment, and Experience 
here we are obliged to weary Land, Age after 
Age, with Ploughing, when at the ſame time 
Expence are intirely thrown away; and that we 
are for ever working againſt the grain, and con- 
tinually impoveriſhing our Eſtates by a forced 
and unnatural Management: On the other hand, 
we are obliged to mow or graze Ground in 
theſe Fields, which would turn to ſix times the 
Account, were we permitted to convert them to 
Tillage, Here we have too often verify'd, 
even beyond the Letter, that original Curſe of 
the Sweating of our Brows, becauſe the ſoſt- 
ning Part of it is frequently deficient, namely, 
the eating of our Bread: And the Truth of 
this too many Husbandmen can atteſt, who, in 

the 
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L 13 ] 
the late wet Years, occupy*d very conſiderablg 
Farms in the Clays, and did not get Crops ſuf- 
ficient to maintain their own F amilies, and ſow 
their Land again. 
Here, the Reaſon and Judgment of the more 
thinking Majority, are miſerably led captive by 
a few, who have neither; and are ſubject to 
the Domineerings and Inſolence of Folly and 
Knavery join'd together, than which there can 
be no greater Slavery, nor more ſenſible Di- 


ſtreſs. Poverty ſeems to have fix*d her Reſi- 


dence in Common-Fields, where ſhe perpetual- 


= ty pours forth her numerous Brood, inſomuch, 


that in ſome few ſucceeding Years, many of 
theſe Pariſhes will become generally poor, and 
it may be a Queſtion, perhaps, who muſt main- 
tain them. Woe needed not, indeed, to have 
ſaid, in ſome few Years, for the thing is Fact al- 
ready; many of the Land-Owners in theſe 
Fields being ſo reduced, that they are hard put 
to it to pay their Levies, Taxes, Labourers 
and Servants Wages. To enumerate all the 
Evils attendant on many of our Common-Fields, 
would ſwell this Eſſay to a Volume; we ſhall 
neceſſarily expoſe more of them, in treating of 
the ſeveral ſorts of Opponents to Incloſing : 
The. Firſt of which we ſhall take notice, are 
ſuch who object, That their Liberties and Pro- 
perties would thereby be invaded, and them- 
ſelves conſequently muſt ſuffer Detriment. 


Now 
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Now it muſt be confeſſed, that Incloſing | 


the beſt Method; and the only fire way to I 
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ſecure every Land-hoſder's Property to him- b 
ſelf, and to acquire that deſirable Liberty which © 


he cannot have in a Common-Field, namely, L | 
the Liberty of husbanding his Land in the 
moſt natural or beneficial. way; conſiſtent wit 


Honefty ; for that is not to be eſteem'd honeſt | 


or beneficial Gain, which is ſqueez d out of 


others by a Depredation upon their Right; 


which; thro* Misfortunes, they cannot uſe or 


enjoy themſelves; The Liberty then; which 
theſe Opponents complain they ſhall be injur'd 
in by Incloſing; is, in plain Terms; nothing 
elſe but the Liberty of invading their poorer 
Neighbours Property, and living on the Spoils 
of the major Part of a Pariſh: For Exam- 

ple: Suppoſe in ſome Common-Field twenty 
Land-Owners, fifteen of which occupy, by far, 
the greateſt Part of the Lands contained in 
the faid Field; but thro* the Iniquity of the 
Times, the working againſt the Nature of their 
Land, and other Caſualties; are reduced ſo low, 
that they can't keep up their Stocks in propor- 
tion with the other Five; who mean while en- 
joy a glorious Liberty; thro? the Deficiency of 
their poor Neighbours; of keeping their Stocks 
of all ſorts much better, and taking Commons 
for a trifling Conſideration of theſe Men, who 
cannot ſtore them themſelves ; (lt is cuſtomary, 


fmore- 
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© moxcover, with ſome of theſe decay'd People, 
to give Money to others to bring Sheep upon 


m- 3 their Commons after a Rot, merely for the 


ch Benefit of having their Lands manur'd with the 

y Fold) Now theſe Libertines making ſo great 

he an Advantage of the Neceſſities of their Neigh- 

ich bours, can't endure the Thoughts of Incloſing, 

ft which would abridge them of this valuable Li- 

of berty, and oblige them to meddle with no 

it, more than their own: The Benefit, therefore, 

or Which theſe Men Men would reap by Incloſing, 

ch would not be adequate to their preſent Enjoy- 

d 7 ments, and their Conſent to ſuch an Improve- 

ng ment is never to be expected on fair and equal 
er 8 Terms; and they will encourage all others, o- 

ils 9 | g ver whom they have any Influence, to Join 

m- "8 1 with them in all the Arts, Arguments, and 
ty þ 4 Deſigns, which they can poſſibly deviſe, in or- 
r, 9 der to prevent and hinder a Work of this 
nm kind. Theſe Men, ſo long as they can thrive 
he on the Ruins and Spoils of other People, and 
eir it goes well with themſelves, are very little con- 

w; 1 cern'd what becomes of the reſt of Mankind, 
ay 1 nor how many are made poor by their means, 

n- 3 and forc'd to quit their ancient Habitations and 

of 8 Eſtates, p. the very great Detriment of the 
ks i Public. If then (as is evident) ſuch i is the Li- 
ns | berty, and ſuch. the Property, which theſe Op- 
i; boſers of Incloſure clamour fo loudly about; 

„ What Likerty, or whar. Property, has the Majo- 
e- rity 
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161 
rity to boaſt of, who are eaten up by the 
Men, and compelled to be undone by a few of 
this Spirit, who 'prevent them from making 
any Improvements of their Land? © Let us talk 
of theſe empty Names no more, ſeeing we re- 
ceive no Benefit from them, and they are only 
of uſe to our Devourers, to haſten and compleat 
our Deſtruction. 

Another very Impediment to a Work 
of this kind, is Pride; which is obſer vd to be 
as rife (tho* for ſlender Reaſons) amongſt little 
Land-holders in Common-Fields, as amongſt 
any other Set of Men whatſoever: What 
&« (cries one of this magiſterial Mold, who has 
& an half- yard Land, perhaps) I have as much 
* to do rth* Field as the Squire, and there 
<« ſhall be no Incloſure here, fo long as I have 
* any thing in't: ----- Pd have em do fo much 
« as ask my Leave firſt ------ which, I can aſ- 
“ ſure 'em beforehand, they ſha'n't have.” 
Much of the ſame Stamp with theſe are they, 
who are tenacious and over-fond of the Ways 
and Cuſtoms of their Fore-fathers, and love to 
moil on in the good old Way, and (what in- 
deed is very rare) eſteem their Predeceſſors as 
knowing Men as themſelves ; and becauſe they, 


perhaps, refusd to comply with a propoſed In- 


cloſure ſome Years ago, therefore theſe Men 
make That a Reaſon for their own Refuſal 
now: Moreover, ſome of this fort are fo ex- 
tremely 
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tremely bigotted to the Old Way, that they 
will not admit of any Degree of Change, tho' 
never ſo uſeful and neceſſary, in any Caſe what- 
ſoever relating to the Field: For Inſtance; 
Suppoſe any good Orders are contrived and 
propoſed by the major Part; ſuch as ſtinting of 
Commons, laying out ſome Skirt of the Field 
for a Cow - Paſture, trenching and draining ſome 


low or boggy Ground, or dividing three Fields 


into four, for the greater Convenience of the 
ſeveral Parties concern'd; in moſt, or even all 
of theſe Caſes, you'll meet with certain Oppo- 
ſition and Hindrance from theſe Men: But it 
an Incloſure be ſet on foot, and the moſt equi- 
table and advantageous Terms propos'd for ef- 
fecting the ſame (which, if comply'd with, 
would confeſſedly double the Value of the Land, 
and make each Man real Maſter of his Pro- 
perty, and render him at liberty to employ the 
ſame in the moſt likely way of Improvement, 
and the moſt beneficial to the Publick) This, 
theſe Men look upon as the higheſt Innovation 
upon their Rights, and are ſo averſe to a Com- 


* pliance, that they will not hear with Patience, 


even ſo much as the bare mention of Iucloſing. 
Let every impartial Man put his own Con- 
ſtruction upon theſe Characters, and he cannot 
help remarking, That it is the hardeſt and 
molt ſevere of all Cafes, for the Majority of a 
Pariſh to be reduc'd to extreme Poverty and 

C Diſtreſs, 


[18] 


Diſtreſs, for the Humour of one or two Fools, 
or two or three Knaves. 

The next Impediment to be taken notice of, 
ariſes from ſome private Grudges and Piques 
betwixt ſome particular Men, upon the Account 
6f Treſpaſſes and Incroachments made on each 
other; (as there are an infinite Number of ſuch, 
almoſt daily, in many of our Common-Fields ; ) 
the Frequency whereof theſe Fields are ſo ne- 
ceſſarily expoſed to, that they occaſion almoſt 
continual Contention; and kindle ſuch Animo- 
ſities and Differences betwixt ſome ſtubborn 
Men, that they can't endure the Thought of 
doing one another any good Turn, but croſs 
and oppoſe each other in every Opportunity 
which preſents itſelf to either ; Thus it is ma- 
ny times owing to an irreconcileable Reſent- 
ment betwixt two, that a whole Pariſh fuffers ; ; 
becauſe neither of theſe malicious Men can bear 
the Thought of doing his hated Neighbour fo 
ſignal a Piece of Service as an Incloſure would 
be of to him: Nay, to ſuch an Height is the 
Spleen carried ſometimes, and ſo inveterate is 
the Rancour, that we have heard ſome of this 


| fort confeſs, ©+ That they would willingly com- 


„ ply with an Incloſure, were it not that it 
„ would do ſuch or ſuch a Man (whom they 


<< are at Enmity with) ſo great a Benefit:“ So 


true it is, in this Caſe, that Envy and Malice 


—_ yn Men to oppoſe even their own 


Intereſt 
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Intereſt and Advantage; as theſe Men do in 
oppoſing their Neighbours, and being content- 
ed to be Slaves themſelves, merely for the ſake 
of hind'ring another's Advancement; theſe Men 
can with Pleaſure bear an heavy Burden them- 
ſelves; provided they may have the Satisfaction of 
ſeeing, their hated Neighbour's Back broke under 
an heavier; 

To do good to one's Neighbour for one's 
own fake, deſerves indeed no extraordinary Com- 
mendation ; but for a Man to do Himſelf, his 
Poſterity, his Pariſh, and his Country a Miſ- 
chief, merely for the ſake of wreaking a Re- 
venge on a private Perſon or Family; this is no 
other than the laſt Degree of malicious Iniqui- 
ty, and merits the utmoſt Contempt from every 
Pretender to Humanity, and ought never to be 
countenanc'd (as it too often is) in oppoſing and 
preventing thoſe beneficial and general Improve- 


Another great Bar and Hinderance to Inclo- . 
ſing,. ariſes from a fort. of Men, whom we 
can't properly call religious,. tho* they plead 
Scripture for their Diſſent: Theſe muſt be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd into two Kinds; for tho' the Argu- 
ments of Both are alike, yet they proceed from 
different Cauſes ; one's, ariſing from Weakneſs 
and Ignorance ; the other's, from Subtilty and 
Deſign, and to ſerve ſome By-ends of their own; 
* finding themſelves vanquiſh'd at every other 
1 Argus» 
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Argument upon the Matter, they palfiate their 
Oppoſition with Scripture, as a laſt Refuge, 
'tho* at the ſame time their Meaning in ſo do- 
ing, is viſible and plain to the reſt of their 
Neighbours: Te omit theſe, however, for the 
preſent. ------- We fhall direct our ſelves to the 
leſs-knowing, and endeavour to prove, That 


the Texts quoted by them, from Jaiab's and 


Micab's Prophecies (which they urge ignorant- 
ly againſt Incloſing) never had any Reference 
to that Work, ſimply conſider'd in it ſelf, at 
the Time when thoſe Scriptures were written ; 
for, the promis'd Land, even at the Entrance 
of the Children of Yael into it, was allotted to 
particular Families of particular Tribes: Thus 
Caleb's Daughter asked of her Father a Field: 
Thus Boaz ſaid to Rath, Go not to glean in a- 
nother Field: But Abraham, long before, pur- 


chas'd the Field of Ephron the Hittite, in the 


Land of Canaan, for a Burying-Place; and 


the Cave which was therein, and all the Trees 
chich Were An all the borders round about, were 
made ſure*1 unto Abraham for a Poſſeſſion, in the 
Preſence of the Children of Heth: Moreover, 
in the Denunciation of God's Judgments a- 
gainſt 1/ael, frequent mention is made of pluck- 
ing up the Hedges, and laying the Land waſte ; 


and in one Place *tjs ſaid, Every Cow ſhall go 


out at the Breach which is before her. Theſe 
are pretty plain Proofs of the Holy-Land be- 
EN ing 
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ing chiefly incloſed : What was otherwiſe, is 
tiled in Scripture, the Deſart, and the Milder- 
neſs, and with great Propriety indeed, if they 
reſembled ſome of our Common- Fields. The 
Meaning then of joining Houſe to Houſe, and 
laying Field to Field, can never be underſtood 
of Incloſing, but of Enlarging their own Al- 
lotments, by Acts of Violence, Injuſtice, and 
Oppreſſion of their Neighbours. And in this 
reſpect truly, theſe Texts bear a great Analo- 
gy to our Common-Fields, where Violence, 


Oppreſſion, and Injuſtice are triumphant, and 


are pointed properly at thoſe Oppoſers of In- 
cloſure, who, for private Ends, prevent the 
Publick Good, and from a greedy and rave- 
nous Principle, deſire to live at large, and co- 


vet their poor diſtreſſed Neighbour's Land ſtill, 


to lie confugd with their own, that they may 
more ſecurely oppreſs him, and enrich them- 
ſelves by the Spoils of Numbers of other Peo- 
ple: Theſe Evils, Incloſing (on equal and fair 
Terms) is ſo far from being chargeable with, 
that it is the beſt Method to prevent them. 

In the Front of thoſe Oppreſſors, pointed out 
in Scripture, was Abab, who coveted the Vine- 
yard of Naboth ; which, by the by, we remark 


to have been an Incloſed Field, a Plot of 


Ground hard by the Palace of Abab: This 
Story of Scripture is frequently alledged againſt 
Incloſing, by ſome of theſe Opponents, who, 

becauſe 
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becauſe Naboth refuſed to exchange or ſell the | 
Inheritance of his Fathers to Ahab, will there- ? 


fore refuſe to come into an Incloſure, by which 


they ſhould be obliged to change their ancient 
Inheritance. Theſe Men, ſurely, are but little 
acquainted with the Bible, or they might ob- 
ſerve, that not only Naboth, but the whole Bo- 
dy of Iſrael, were forbidden to part with or 
exchange their ancient Inheritance, without a 
fpecial Command: But how doth this Com- 
mand affect our Opponents, to whom it was 
never given? Or, it they muſt needs apply it 
to themſelves, why don't they obey it as Nabotb 
did? Why do they ſo frequently violate and 
diſpenſe with fo ſacred a Command, which Na- 
both fulfill'd with the Loſs of his Life? For 
theſe Mens many of them have chang'd, and 
more of em are ready to Exchange Leys or 
Lands, the Inheritance of cheir Fathers, as they 
now lie in the Common-Fields, for a little bet- 
ter Convenience or Profit. Theſe Men make 
the Scripture ſtoop ſeaſonably to their Self-In- 
tereſt, and will abide by one Text, and fly from 
another, which focver happens to ſquare with 
their Occaſions beſt. 

Were it neceflary, we could have produced 
Arguments from Scripture for Incloſing, into a. 
much greater Length, and deduced them even 
from Eden itſelf; but as this would not come 
within the Compaſs of ſo thort a Work as pro- 
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poſed 3 ſo we hope enough has been faid upon 
this Head, to ſatisfy the Weak and Scrupulous; 
and for the others, who will miſinterpret the 
Holy Scriptures for Intereſt, we are perſuaded 
no Arguments can poſſibly divert them from the 
Bewitchings of diſhoneſt Gain, which even the 


Word of God himſelf (as publiſh'd to Man- 
kind) is not of Force ſufficient to oblige them 
do relinquiſh, ſo long as they can make a Pro- 


perty of three Parts in four of a Pariſh, and 


+ keep them off from Incloſing; which (as be- 
© fore remark'd) if effectuated, would reſtrain 
theſe Opponents from that Licentiouſneſs they 
| 1 now practiſe on their diſtreſſed Neighbours, un- 


der the plauſible Pretence of Liberty. - 
Thoſe Opponents who fall moſt naturally un- 
der our next Conſideration, are the Superſti- 
tious : Men and Women! (pardon us that we 
are obliged to mention here that Sex) who have 
ſack*'d in Prepoſſeſſion againſt Incloſing with 
their Mothers Milk; and becauſe ſome old 
Goodwife of their Family (famous in her Gene- 
ration for ſingular Demureneſs, and fri ghting 
little Children with Stories of Spectres, Dæ- 


mons, and Apparitions) pronounced Incloſing 


to be a very heinous and deteſtable Crime, and 
ſuch as draws down the particular and diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks of God's immediate Vengeance 
on the Promoters of it ; theſe therefore pin 
their Faith implicitly on thoſe wondrous Tales 


ſhe 
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ſhe lefe behind her, and bequeath them, a glo- 


rious Legacy! to all future Generations. The 
ſubtil and Self-Deſigning Oppoſers of Incloſure i 
are ſoon aware of theſe People, and foment i 
their Fears, by relating to them ſome more 
| hideous Stories; which (as they tell them) their 4 
great Grandmothers knew to be certainly true 
----- Nay, liv'd at the very Village when ſuch 
an Incloſure was done in ſuch a Place ---- and 
then ----- and there - The chief Man who | 
« ſet ſuch a wicked Thing on foot, was ſtruck | 
s ſtone-dead with Thunder and Lightning: 
Another, who was a forward Promoter of | 
<« jt, died Childiſh ; and a third Childleſs, no 
Heir being left to inherit, of a numerous 


« Family before: But that audacious Wretch 3 


<« who ſet the firſt Spade into the Ground. 


<« God Almighty did not ſuffer him to live to 
<« pluck it out again.” This, and a great dea! 
more of the like Romantick Stuff, meets with 
an eaſy Belief, when artfully impos'd upon theſe 
credulous People; and, indeed, no great Art is 
required to force a Belief upon Perſons, of thoſe 
things which their own natural Diſpoſition and 
Genius inclines them to believe: And many 
well-meaning otherwife, but weak Perſons, have 
been terrified to that Degree, by ſuch old Wives 


Tales, that altho* they were, in all other Re- 
ſpects, willing and deſirous to comply with the 


major Part of their Pariſh, in Meaſures con- 
8 feſſedly 
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feſſedly to their great Benefit and Advantage; 
yet, they durſt not ſet their Hands to the neceſ- 
fary Articles of Agreement, previous thereto, 


for fear of rend'ring themſelves obnoxious to 


theſe fiftitious Penalties: However trifling this 
Character may appear in the Senſe of Men of 


Underſtanding, yet, true it is, that this ſuper- 


ſtitious Spirit in a few private  Perfons hath 
prevented many a vaſt Improvement by Inclo- 
ſing, to the Diſtreſs and Ruin of many Fami- 
lies, and to the irreparable Detriment of the Pub- 


lick. 


One would indeed imagine, that there is hard- 


ty ſuch a Thing as Superſtition left amongſt the 
preſent knowing Generation; but thoſe who too 


ſenſibly feel -its diſmal Effects, in the Caſe in 
hand, muſt to their Sorrow confeſs, how much 
it ſtill prevails amongſt the inferior Sort: It is 


at this Day the greateſt Relique of Monkery in 
this Kingdom; and it is probable, this ſort of 


it, againſt Inclofing, owes its Riſe to thoſe Sto- 
ries which were hatch'd and invented by the 


deprived Monks and Friars, concerning their 
alienated Lands, in order to blacken the Refor- 


mation, and make” it appear as horrid as poſſi- 


ble in the Eyes of the Laity: The promig'd 


Shortneſs of this Eſſay, will not admit a tho- 
rough Inquiry at this time, on this- Particular : 
But, in the mean time, why ſhould a Man 
be thunderſtruck for endeavouring to improve 
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the Talent committed to his Truſt, and mak- | 
ing the beſt of that Portion of Land which is 
allotted to his Care and Management? Doth | 
this merit the Vengeance of God Almighty ? |! 
Sure we are, his Bleſſing is but little ſeen in 
ſome of our Common-Fields, where Men act 
contrary to the Knowledge he has endow'd them 
with, and from ſome unreaſonable Motives, | 
prevent themſelves and others from putting their 
Land to a proper Uſe. Many of theſe ſuper- 


ſtitious Opponents have ſeverely ſmarted for 


their Humour, even in their own Days ; and 
their Children after them have, in the Bitter- 


neſs of Soul, cursd the Duſt of their obſti- . 


nate Predeceſſors, for their oppoſing and pre- 
venting theſe Improvements. 

What Reaſon has the moſt Superſtitious to 
aſſign, why that Man's Name and Family 
ſhould be extinguiſhed from the Earth by Di- 
vine immediate Vengeance, who has been in- 
ſtrumental in preſerving many other's Names 


from being blotted out of Remembrance, and 


many a Family from ſtarving and periſhing 
under the Oppreſſion and Beggary of a Com- 
mon-Field? That Incloſing is not only war- 
rantable and lawful, but neceſſary and com- 


mendable, is prov'd from Holy Scripture and 
right Reaſon; inaſmuch as the ſame aſcertains 


to every Man his juſt Right and Property, 
checks many a wicked Incroacher from ſpoil- 


ing 
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ing and preying upon his Neighbour, and gives 
every honeſt Proprietor the Liberty and Capa- 
city of making the moſt proper and moſt pro- 


fitable Uſe of his Land, both in reſpect of 


Himſelf and the Publick : Whereas in many 


a Common-Field, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there is no 


ſuch thing as Property to the major Part; and 


the Men who hold the moſt Land are eaten up 
by a parcel of little, hungry, and needy Raſ- 
cals, who rejoice and take a Pride in the glo- 
= rious Privilege of ruining their Betters, and re- 
® ducing them to the ſame beggarly Circum- 


ſtances with themſelves: True it is, that ma- 
ny an honeſt Man's Eſtate in theſe Fields, lies 


open to the Mercy of many a Villain, who 
breeds up a hopeful Race of Thieves like him 


felf, by ſending honeſter Men's Children a beg- 
Sing. 

The next Impediment to theſe beneficial and 
neceſſary Improvements, preſents itſelf in the 
Surly and Untractable; Men, who have no o- 
ther Reaſon to be gotten out of em for their 
refuſing to comply with Incloſing, than that 
they will not, becauſe they will not: Their 
Will is their Reaſon, which is owing, in a great 
meafure, to a Field- Education; for theſe Men 
(inſtead of being put to School when Boys, to 
ſoften the Roughneſs and Stubbornneſs of their 
Natures) were probably imploy'd in lying 
a-Field to tend a little Flock of Sheep, or elſe 
D 2 | in 
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in keeping a few Cows on a ſmall Parcel of 
Ley-Ground in the Common-Field ; which is 
the Method in thoſe Fields which have no 
Cow-Paſture, and in which every one keeps 
(or ought to do ſo) his Beaſts on his own Ground, 
till the Fields are open: Here we can't for- 
bear a little Digreſſion, to ſhew the Villany 
and Baſeneſs of ſome of our foremention'd Op- 
poſers of Incloſing, who plead the Tenderneſs 
of their Conſciences, in excuſe for their Oppo- 


ſition: Theſe ſend out ten or twelve Beaſts to 


be kept by a little Boy (who is ſcarce able to 
follow them into the Field) upon ſix Leys of 


After-math, or perhaps fewer, for about a Month 


or five Weeks before Harveſt is inned : Now 
it is impoſſible for ſuch Boy to keep ſo many 
Beaſts within thoſe narrow Bounds; and it is Þ 
as impoſſible for thoſe Beaſts to be kept almoſt ÞÞ 
alive for ſo long time, provided they could be 
confined to thoſe Bounds ; but that is what their 


Owners do not deſire ; they'll go to them, per- 


haps now and then, themſelves, for a Cloke, 
and help the Boy to keep them an Hour or 
two upon their own Ground, after they have 
filled their Bellies upon other Peoples: Thus a 
few of theſe Men, on pretence of keeping upon 
their own Ground, devour with their Cattle all 
the Graſs near them, and make the Common 
of little or no Uſe to the reſt of their Neigh- 
bours, when the Fields are open, It 1s not to 
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be wonder'd at then, that ſuch Men are averſe 
to Incloſing, ſeeing that not only in what we 
have juſt inſtanc'd, but alſo in ſundry other Acts 
of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, the Majority of 
their Neighbours are made a Prey of by them, 
and they live chiefly on the Neceſſities and Ruin 
of other People: But to return to a Field- 


Education, which, in plain Terms, is nothing 
* elſe but being brought up with the Brutes ; and 


thus, for the moſt part, are our ſurly Opponents 
before-mention'd, who by converling chiefly 
from their Youth with ſuch ſort of Companions, 
aſſimilate their Manners inſenſibly, and by de- 
grees outſtrip their Aſſociates, No Arguments, 
no Rhetorick can mollify theſe Caſe-harden'd 
Oppoſers, or win them over to Reaſon, or even 
to a bare Conſideration of the Matter propo- 
ſed. 

The want of good Education 1s indeed a very 
great Occaſion of the laſt ſorts of Oppoſition 
mention*d, and *tis no Wonder that in many of 
theſe Pariſhes (where Men have neither Ability 
nor Opportunity of having their Children in- 
ſtructed) there ſhould be found ſuch ignorant and 
wretched Souls, who will never give their Con- 
ſent to any thing which 1s beneficent, or good, 
or ſerviceable, either to their Fellow-Creatures, 
or to themſelves. What can we fay of ſuch 
Men! who confeſſing their own Advantage, by 
having nothing to alledge againſt theſe Improve- 
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ments, yet at the ſame time will oppoſe and 
prevent them? Are coercive Methods in this 
Caſe unlawful ? Are they not neceſſary? Muſt, 
for the ſake of two or three of theſe Men, a 
whole Pariſh be undone, and the Publick ſuf. 
fer infinite Detriment? But this ſhall be ſpoken 
to more largely in its Place. | | 

In the mean time we can't forbear expreſſing 
our Concern for poor unhappy Children brought 
up in ſome of theſe Open-field Pariſhes; in too 
many whereof they learn to ſwear, to ſteal, to 
lye, fo ſoon as their Fingers and Tongues will 
let them; and, ſetting forward with theſe hope- 
ful Inſtructions, they bid much fairer in future 
Time for the Ga---ws, than for any other Uſe 
to the Common-Wealth. Tis a deplorable 
Caſe, that in a Nation (wherein the beſt In- 
ſtructions are to be had) ſo many poor Souls 
ſhould be out of the reach of them; and their 
Charity is worthy 'our utmoſt Commendation, 
who, upon an Advancement of their Eſtates by 
Incloſing, have contributed to the Maintenance 
of a fit and able School-maſter to inſtruct the 
Youth of their Pariſh ; which Inſtruction, few, 
even of Land-Owners themſelves, were in a 
Capacity to beſtow upon their own Children 
before, being obliged by Neceflity to ſend them 
abroad into the Field, ſo ſoon as they were able 


to lift a Hurdle. May all future Improvements 


of this kind, copy after ſuch praiſe-worthy Ex- 
amples, 
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amples, in the allotting ſomething for the Edu- 
cation of poor Children: This will be a Means 
for the next Generation to ſurpaſs many that 
have gone before in Religion, and all kind of Vir- 
tues; Irreligion, and all other Vices, receiving 
the moſt effectual Defeat by being check'd be- 
times, and quaſh'd in the Shell. 

A very different kind of Impediment, but 
no leſs pernicious to the effectuating Incloſures, 
than the laſt-mention'd, ariſes in a ſort of Men, 
whom (for Diſtinction ſake) we ſhall term the 
Cunning, or Self-deſigning : Part of their Cha- 
rater being already given, in the Deſcription 
of the Pleaders for Liberty and Property, we 
Hall come more directly at theſe Oppoſers, by 
laying open the Methods they make uſe of to 
prevent and obſtruct theſe publick Improve- 
ments. They ſtifly inſiſt on ſome ſuperior Ad- 
vantage to themſelves above other Proprietors 
concern'd in an intended Incloſure: Theſe ſu- 
perior Advantages are; To have their Allot- 
ments at their own Direction and Choice; To 
ſuffer no Abatement in meaſure, on the Account 
of either the Quality or Convenience of ſuch 
Allowance: The ſtanding out and inſiſting on 
theſe Particulars, they are well aſſur'd, will not 
fail of overturning the whole Article, which (as 
they know) uſually runs for an cqual Benefit to 
each Proprietor in proportion: ' eſe Objec- 
tions are therefore ſtarted to perplex the Scheme, 

and 
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and in hopes of raiſing ſome more conſiderable 
Benefit to themſelves, they ſuſpend their Con- 
ſent till they are gratify'd in the moſt extra- 
vagant Demands. Some of the ſame Stamp 
there are again, who put off their Conſent by 
the like Methods for the preſent, being well 
acquainted with the neceſſitous Condition of ſome 


decaying Neighbour, whoſe Eſtate (they are 
farisfied) muſt in a ſhort time be ſet to Sale, 
and which (by . refuſing their Conſent for the 
preſent) they lie in wait to purchaſe, that they 


may reap the larger Benefit of the intended In- 
cloſure themſelves, which they think they can 


bring about and accompliſh whenever they 


pleaſe. But, alas! ſo various are the Turns of 
Providence in this Life, and ſo uncertain and 
unſtable are Human Affairs! that tho* theſe 
Men many times ſee the Completion of their i 
Deſign in part, viz. the Fall and Ruin of their 
Neighbour, and the purchaſing his Lands per- 
haps; yet are they very often balk'd on the 
other hand, by ſome other riſing up in the mean 
time unexpectedly, and refuſing them their Con- 
ſent now in the fame juſt Meaſure, and the 
ſelf ſame Views, wherein they themſelves had 
denied it to others before. Fit Retribution 
this! and, were it not that it proves of miſchic- 
vous Conſcquence to a Multitude of other Peo- 
ple, *tis to be wiſh'd that theſe pernicious Selt- 
ſeekers were conſtantly to be requited in like 

manner 


! . 
manner. How hard, and | how. ſevere is the 
Condition of thoſe poor Men, who are either 
utterly undone if they cannot Incloſe, or. elſe 
muſt allow theſe Oppoſers ſuch exorbitant, Con- 
ceſſions as are exceedingly prejudicial to their 
Eſtates and Families! What have theſe des 
figning Men to fay now of Property? They 
Plainly in theſe Inſtances demonſtrate, that they 
have all along enjoy d more than of right be- 
long' d to them, and therefore they can never 
be wrought upon to come into an Ineloſure on 
en Terms. | 

There is yet another that to Inclo- 
ſing, which (as it nearly reſembles the foregoing). 
claims our next Regard; and this is ſeen in 
thoſe Perſons. who have incloſed Grounds alrea- 
dy adjoining to Common- Fields, and Letting - 
theſe Grounds, many of them, at extravagant 
Prices, to thoſe Common-Field Men, for the 
ſake of Convenience; they purchaſe ſoine ſmall 
Parcel of Land in the faid Common-Field, on 
purpoſe to prevent an Incloſure there, which 
they think would lower the Value of their own 
Land already incloſed: This Practice is fre- 
quent too amongſt the fore-mentionꝰd Oppreſ- 
ſors themſelves in Common-Fields, who are 
grown great by the Ruins of their Neighbours, 
and Renting at an eaſy. Price; theſe too pro- 
cure a ſmall Footing with the ſame View, _ 
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and in hopes of raiſing ſome more conſiderable 
Benefit to themſelves, they ſuſpend their Con- 
ſent *till they are gratify*d in the moſt extra- 
vagant Demands. Some of the ſame Stamp | 
there are again, who put off their Conſent by 
the like Methods for the preſent, being well 
acquainted with the neceſſitous Condition of ſome 
decaying Neighbour, whoſe Eſtate (they are 
fatisfied) muſt in a ſhort time be ſet to Sale, 
and which (by refuſing their Conſent for the 
prefent) they lie in wait to purchaſe, that they 
may reap the larger Benefit of the intended In- 
cloſure themſelves, which they think they can 
bring about and - accompliſh whenever they 
pleaſe. But, alas! ſo various are the Turns of 
Providence in this Lite, and fo uncertain and 
unſtable are Human Affairs! that tho* theſe 
Men many times ſee the Completion of their 
Deſign in part, viz. the Fall and Ruin of their 
Neighbour, and the purchaſing his Lands per- 
haps; yet are they very often balk'd on the 
other hand, by ſome other riſing up in the mcan 
time unexpectedly, and refuſing them their Con- 
ſent now in the ſame juſt Meaſure, and the 
ſelf- ſame Views, wherein they themſelves had 
denied it to others before. Fit Retribution 
this! and, were it not that it proves of miſchic- 
vous Conſcquence to a Multitude of other Peo- 
ple, *tis to be wiſh'd that theſe pernicious Seli- 
ſeekers were conſtantly to be requited in like 

manner 
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manner. How hard, and how ſevere is the 
Condition of thoſe poor Men, who are either 
utterly undone if they cannot Incloſe, or elſe 
muſt allow theſe Oppoſers ſuch exorbitant, Con- 
ceſſions as are exceedingly prejudicial to their 
Eſtates and Families! What have theſe de- 
ſigning Men to fay now of Property? They 
plainly in theſe Inſtances demonſtrate, that they 


have all along enjoy'd more than of right be- 


long' d to them, and therefore they can never 
be wrought upon to come into an Incloſure on 
equal Terms. 

There is yet another Impediment to Inclo- 


ſing, which (as it nearly reſembles the foregoing) 


claims our next Regard; and this is ſeen in 
thoſe Perſons. who have incloſed Grounds alrea- 


dy adjoining to Common-Fields, and Letting - 


theſe Grounds, many of them, at extravagant 
Prices, to thoſe Common-Field Men, for the 
ſake of Convenience; they purchaſe ſome ſmall 
Parcel of Land in the faid Common-Field, on 
purpoſe to prevent an Incloſure there, which 
they think would lower the Value of their own 
Land already incloſed : This Practice is fre- 
quent too amongſt the fore-mention'd Oppreſ- 
ſors themſelves in Common-Fields, who are 
grown great by the Ruins of their Netghbours, 
and Renting at an eaſy Price; theſe roo pro- 
cure a ſmall Footing with the ſame View, and 
E | will 


- — — — —ͤů B ——-„  ——_—— 42 2 
— Dc eons > .. es - —— 
. 
- — _ — — —— - 


_ 2 2. 
— — m RE. A — = 
STIR. — — * 


— 


— 
— —— 
— = — — 
— 3 
— — — _—— 


— — 8 
— —— ä — 
* — 


— — - 
— A. — 


- — 
— —— — — 


- —_— 
— — — < = 

— — — — — — 
4 


— 


—— 2 


—— . — - — — 
a — = 
— — ec 


—— . —— —— — m 


— 2 __—_ 1 
„ 


— 2 — — 
— - 


———— — 


— — ͤ rUͤ— 


—— — 


4 341 
will diſſuade all whom they poſſibly can from 
attempting an Incloſure at all. But if ſuch a 
Work is ſet on foot notwithſtanding, theſe will 
then openly oppoſe it, even tho? their Landlord 
himſelf be for it. Thus one troubleſome ſelfiſh 
Man, very often proves the Occaſion of Ruin 
to a whole Community, and forces them all to 
become his Slaves. All private Intereſts ought 
conſtantly to give place to the common Good ; 
nor are even theſe Men, at long run, to be e- 
ſteemed wiſe for themſelves, tho* they build the 
loſtieſt Fortunes on the Spoils and Ruin of their 
inju'd Country; for when a Nation finks, 
the moſt exalted muſt ſhare in the common 
Downfall: The general Poverty which over- 
fpreads theſe Common-Fields, "muſt in à little 
time affect the Incloſures alſo, and Gentlemen 
will find the Value of their already incloſed 
Land to decreaſe by degrees, and the Evil will 
become inſenſibly univerſal. . This is Fact al- 
ready, even in ſome Incloſures of ancient Stand- 
ing, which having no new ones near them, the 
Fault cannot poſſibly be laid on their Account. 

Some of our Opponents (in order to make 


their Oppoſition appear more plauſible) have 


objected, That Incloſing is an Injury to the 
Poor; and others of them, That it occaſions 


Depopulation: The latter are uſually ſuch Men, 


who, by the Indolence and Connivance of a poor 
Pariſh, 
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Pariſh, have erected ſome little paltry Tene- 
ments, contrary to the Statute 31 Eliz. c. 7; 
and, letting the ſame to Labourers, or others, 
receive perhaps 20 per Cent. for the Money laid 
out in building them: Theſe Men are terribly 


afraid of Incloſing, as well on the account that 


theſe Houſes may become uſeleſs and uninhabi- 
ted, as on ſundry other Acts of Oppreſſion which 
they now practiſe in the Field, and which they 


are aware an Incloſure would be a full Bar to, 


in reſpect of themſelves; but of this Sort we 
ſhall ſpeak more by and by. The other firſt- 
mention'd, who entertain ſuch a ſeeming Regard 
for the Poor (but a real one for themſelves) if 
we obſerve their preſent Behaviour toward them, 
are generally the forwardeſt of all Men in any 
Pariſh, to hinder a poor Man from gaining 'a 
Settlement amongſt them. But Incloſing is falſ- 
ly charg'd in both theſe Particulars, by malicious 
and ſelfiſh Men: If we look abroad into thoſe 
Counties of England which are generally incloſed, 


we ſhall find them the moſt populous of any 


in our Country; and their Inhabitants of all 
forts the moſt flouriſhing in all the Convenien- 
cies of Life, If we examine particular incloſed 
Pariſhes, we ſhall find the Poor wanting of no 
Employment, and having much better Wages 
for their Work, than in the open Fields ; we 
ſhall find their Children buſy at their Wheels, 
"IB E 2 the 
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the Life of our Woollen Manufacture, and earn- 
ing their 8d. or 104. a Pay. As to the Term, 
Poor, in many of our Common-Field Pariſhes, 
we do not really know who are to be excepted 
from it, unleſs ſome, and thoſe very few, of our 
Oppreſſors before-mention*'d, the Generality of 
Farmers and Land-Owners' deſerving that Ap- 
pellation in the firſt Place, being in fact as poor, 
and faring harder than many Day-Labourers : 
And how it comes to paſs (we cannot account 
for it) that altho* the Poor daily increaſe in 
theſe Places, there is a greater Complaint of 
the Scarcity of Labourers than ever, and their 
Wages are raiſed in moſt Places very conſide- 
rably, and the Wages of Servants of all forts 
in like manner; inſomuch, that as the Truth of 
the Caſe now ſtands, with regard to many Land- 
holders in Common- Fields, the Balance is very 
unequal, and the Servants and Labourers are in 
a much better Condition than many of thoſe 
whom they call Maſters: But is the preſent Con- 
dition of theſe People to be eſteemed good, 
becauſe *tis better than that of their Maſters ? 
Tis credible indeed that ſome of them neither 
have, nor deſire any other Reaſon but this, for 
thinking ſo; ** Let them break (cry they) the 
Land will be there ſtill --- they can't carry that 
* away.” And this is the Speech and Mode 
of Thinking, amongſt many of theſe notable 

Levellers. 


| T#T 
Levellers. But would not the Condition of 
theſe inſulting, unthinking Wretches, riſe high- 
er, in proportion with their Maſters, - and re- 
ceive a great Addition from their Improve- 
ments? Would they not have better Wages 
than at preſent? And would not their Maſters 
be in a Capacity of affording them ſuch, and 
paying them oftner? ' Why then muſt Land- 
Owners be reduc'd to Poverty, and all the Se- 
verities of Life, and at the ſame: time other 


Poor receive no Benefit from it, but are a great 


deal worſted on that very Account? It would 
. be well if ſome of this ſort of poor Labourers, 
who have no Property in Common-Fields, and 
yet are continually provoking the leſſer Propri- 
etors againſt theſe Improvements, and perſua- 
ding them to refuſe or withdraw their Conſent 
to them, would conſider the Miſchiefs they 
bring upon themſelves, and the Publick there- 
by: And well it would be ;, if poor Proprietors 
of Lands in theſe Fields, many of whoſe only 
Refuge and Hopes of keeping the little Land 
they have, lies in complying with an Incloſure, 
would reject their little Arts and Inſinuations 
with Diſdain, and come into thoſe Meaſures, 
which are rationally made appear to em by Men 
of Worth and Integrity, to be of ſingular Uſe 
and Benefit to themſelves, as well as of univerſal 
Emolument to the Publick, 


If 
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If we allow ſome ancient Incloſures to be but 
thinly inhabited, this Cry of Depopulation, as a 
Conſequence of the preſent Incloſing, is fooliſh- 
ly raiſed by our late-mention'd Opponents, be- 
cauſe they, the Abettors of this Clamour, are 
very uncertain, whether ſuch Depopulation was 
occaſion'd in all even of thoſe Places, merely 
on the account of their being incloſed: Lands 
were in thoſe times in much fewer Hands than 
now, and the Lords who incloſed thoſe ancient 
Manors, might be obliged thereto, thro? the 
Deficiency or Deſertion of their Vaſſals and Te- 
nants: Be this as it will, we find no ſuch De- 
population in our modern Inclofures, and in- 
.deed tis impoſſible we ſhould ; the Face of 
-things being quite changed in regard to Inclo- 
ſing, now-a-days. Every Pariſh is obliged by 
the Laws, to maintain all ſuch who have a 
legal Settlement therein; no Family, no ſingle 
Perſon can be forc'd away from ſuch Settle- 
ment, nor need any remove from any Pariſh a- 
gainſt their own Inclination and Conſent: True 
it is, indeed, that here and there a little Far- 


mer hath, upon an Incloſure, pack*d off, and 


went away in a Huff to ſome other Common- 
Field ; and when, in ſome few Years, he has 
waſted his Subſtance there, he in vain envies 
his Succeſſor (who is in the mean time grown 
rich, on that very Bargain which he refuſed) 

and 
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and calls himſelf Fool to no purpoſe, when tis 
too late. If it be objected, That ſmall Far- 
mers muſt, after Incloſing, pay a double Rent, 
| for a ſmaller Quantity of Land than they held 
before, and are cut ſhort of the brave Privileges 
{ they enjoy'd before in Commoning, viz. the 
Privilege of eating up other poor Mens Right, 
and breeding up a Race of Thieves on ano- 
 ther's Property; then our Anſwer is, That 
| thoſe Men who hold the moſt Land in ſome 
of our Common-Fields, are neceſſarily the poor- 
eſt Men in the Pariſh, ſeeing they are obliged 
to be made a Prey of by all the reſt; Which 
in many of theſe Fields is the real Truth of 
the Caſe; and the Miſchief of it is, that what 
is thus ſtolen from them (tho? they are always 
lure to be impoveriſh'd by it) doth ſeldom en- 
rich the other, who, (excepting ſome-very few, 
which are for a while ' permitted to thrive on 
Diſhoneſty) are generally very poor notwith- 
ſtanding. 

Some Years ago Common-Field Land, in 
thoſe Places where there was Proſpect of good 
Improvement by Incloſing, would {ell readily 
at 30 Years Purchaſe, and upwards: No bo- 
dy now (ſeeing theſe Improvements are clogg*d 
with ſuch Difficulties and Impoſſibilities) will 
purchaſe the ſame hardly at any Price, unleſs 
it be one od our Land-Leviathans already de- 

ſcribed ; 
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ſcribed ; whoſe -Fears far exceeding moſt other 


People's Hopes, make him eager to get a Foot- 


ing, on purpoſe to prevent an Incloſure: So 
cautious are theſe Men of guarding againſt e- 
very ching, which they but even barely ſuſpect 
may, ſome time or other, prove prejudicial to 


their private Intereſt. When we ſee not only 


Tenants, but Proprietors of Lands in theſe 
Fields, daily failing and undone ; when we ſee 
our large Stock of Poor perpetually increaſing, 
what have we left to think of but a general 
Deſolation from hence in- time? We can nei- 
ther let nor fell our Common-Field Land in 
ſome Places, nor pay our Levies, Taxes, La- 
bourers, and Servants Wages, by occupying the 
fame our ſelves, without the Guilt of the leaſt 


Extravagance, either of Houſe-keeping, or Ap- 


parel. To ſuch Straits are thouſands in this 
pernicious way reduc'd, that unleſs there be ſome 
faving Methods thought of and ſpeedily executed 
for their Relief, it 1s utterly Impoſſible for Num- 
bers to ſubſiſt. 

We have now gone throꝰ the firſt Part of our 
propoſed Deſign, which was to ſet to view the 
ſeveral Bars and Impediments to Incloſing 
Common-Field Land: Each Character given, 
ſufficiently proves the Neceſſity of removing 
theſe Obſtacles, ſo unſeaſonable in themſelves, 
and fo prejudicial, to the Publick : But how, 

and 
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and by what Methods theſe uſeful and neceſſary 


Improyements (ſo clogg'd with theſe Difficul- 


ties at preſent) may be render'd more eaſy to 
be effectuated, remains yet to be inquir'd into: 
In which Inquiry, we ſhall advance no new 
Opinion of our own, but revive an old one, 


and endeavour to enforce that with ſuch Argu- 


ments as the preſent Neceſlity of ſuch a Scheme 
requires. As previous to this, we. ſhall ask 


the Queſtion firſt, What Common-Field Pariſh 


there is to be found in England, conſiſting of 
any Number of Proprietors, amongſt which 


there are not ſome to be found, Er] anſwer, 


one or other of our Characters repreſented as 


Impediments to Incloſing? Now, if there be 


but three or four of ſuch Men in any Pariſh, 
nay, but one, it is in their, or his Power, to 


prevent and hinder an intended Incloſure, not- 
withſtanding there are twenty for it; which is 
an Inſtance without Parallel in any other Caſe, 


we believe, beſides this, and which, having been 
ſo long neglected, hath prov'd of moſt perni- 
cidus Conſequence in impoveriſhing the Landed 
Men of this ſort principally, and the Kingdom 
in general. Not only our Land-Tax, but all 


other Taxes, would have been ſuſta in'd with 
greater Eaſe by far, had we been impower'd 
ſome Years ago to have uſed our Land aright, 


But preſs'd for ſo many Years with all theſe 
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unequal Weights, *tis no Wonder to ſee ſo mas 

of - us at length ſinking under our Burdens, 
if Property be the higheſt Right which a Man 
can pretend to; a Common-Field Land-holder 
has but little Reaſon to boaſt of his Property, 
ſeeing his Eſtate 1s every Day invaded, and 
himſelf made a Prey to. other People perpetu- 
ally, and render'd incapable by others to im- 
prove his Land, or make the beſt Uſe of it, 
as Nature requires, or his Judgment points out 
to him. 

This is the Caſe of the Majority of Land- 
holders in moſt of theſe Fields, who are utter- 
ly diſcourag?d from attempting any Improve- 
ments, by the fatal Examples of thoſe who have 
been for Years together endeavouring an In- 
cloſure in vain; and by being all along defeat- 
ed and fruſtrated in their Deſigns by a few 
Men, with ſome or other of the fore-mention'd 
I mpediments, as ſole Reaſons of their Oppoſi- 
tion; are thereby reduced to extreme Neceſſi- 
ties, and their Stock of Poor is ſo prodigiouſ- 
ly increaſed, that the Land, in its preſent Ca- 
pacity, is almoſt infufficient to maintain them. 
Hard Fate, indeed! which theſe neceſſary Im- 
provements are by themſelves alone obnoxious 
to ; that, whilſt every other thing is carried by 
the Vote and Judgment of a conſenting Majo- 
rity, theſe only (which ſtand in the greateſt need 

of 
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of all poſſible Encouragement) are every where 
perpetually obliged to ſubmit .to the Fewer : 
And whilſt two or three notorious Oppreſſors, 
in ſome Places, bawl Liberty and Property a- 
loud, and violently oppoſe an Incloſure, twen- 
ty other Men perhaps are in the mean time made 
a Property of by thoſe few (as before remark*d) 
and are not only deprived and debarr'd the Pri- 
vilege of husbanding their Land in the moſt 
natural and beneficial Method; but are neceſſa- 
rily at length reduced to Poverty - and Want, 
and compelled to be undone by the Malevo- 
lence of a few, who force them to occupy their 
Land for ever, contrary to Nature, and all the 
Rules of Husbandry. 

The P-----t, indeed, have of late Years paſs'd 
ſeveral private Bills, to further particular Im- 
provements by Incloſing z but it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that this Favour was obtained only, 
where little or no Oppoſition was made : For 
we are aſſured, that Bills for Incloſing have 
been brought into the H---ſe of Co----ns, to 
which there. were a very conſiderable Majority 
of the Proprietors, both in Number and Value, 
conſenting, with all the Advantages of Reaſon 
and Equity on their Side; notwithſtanding all 
which, they have been forc'd to withdraw, by 
the Perſonal Oppoſition of a few inconſiderable 
Men, who could not exhibit ſo much as the Sha- 
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dow of a Reaſon why they oppoſed it. And 
this is the very Caſe which hath cried ſo long 
and loud for Redreſs: We find an Expedient 
propoſed for removing this Evil, not many 
Years after the Reſtoration, in the following 
Paſſage tranſcribed from a Book intitled, Syſte- 
ma Aericulture, Fol. Edit. printed 1669. A 
& Statute to compel the Minor Party to ſub- 
& mit to the Vote and Judgment of the Ma- 
&« jor, and equally to capacitate all Perſons con- 
& cern'd for ſuch an Enterprize, viz, an In- 
& cloſure, would be very welcome to the 
Countryman.“ And a little after he adds, 
« No Act or Statute can be of greater or more 
„ publick Uſe to the Kingdom: This Au- 
thor tells us moreover, that ſomething of this 
Nature was moved in P. -t about the time he 
wrote his Syſtem of Husbandry, but gives no 
Account how it came to be dropp'd at that 
Seaſon. Some Offers too (as we have been in- 
form'd) have been made in later Seſſions, at a 
Bill to impower a conſenting Majority to make 
Improvements of their Lands by Incloſing; and 
until ſuch a general Bill be brought into the 
Houſe, and paſs'd into a General Act, we may 
in vain expect Redreſs. If we may be allow'd 
to gueſs why ſuch General Bill hath, on ſo ma- 
ny Motions, prov'd hitherto ineffectual, it ſeems 
to us to be owing, in a great meaſure, to its 
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having been alyays propoſed in too general 
Terms, and in ſuch extenſive manner as ren- 
der'd it impracticable to be compleated or gone 


through; for it is impoſſible that one ſingle 


Act of this kind ſhould comprize or provide 
for, ſufficiently, that infinite variety of Tenures 
and Titles to be met with in many of our 
Common-Fields : Theſe differing Titles cannot 
be adjuſted and ſettled with any Exactneſs, 
without particular and private ſubſequent Acts, 
which would certainly be applied for by thoſe 
particular Places, where they are found requi- 


ſite and neceſſary, a General Bill to encourage 


ſuch Application being firſt paſsd. - Indeed, 
ſuch Private Acts would be found needful in 
moſt Places to aſcertain Titles on Change, Mi- 
nors, Charity-Land, &c. Inſomuch that a Ge- 
neral Act would be only thus far of Uſe, to o- 
pen the way to Private ones, and make the 
Acceſs to them more eaſy and certain; that 
whereas now, hundreds of Pariſhes are deterred 
from applying for Private Acts, merely on the 
Account of being oppoſed by a few, ſuch Ge- 
neral Act ſhould be to encourage a conſenting 
Majority to apply themſelves to P------t for Re- 
lief, in caſe of ſuch Oppoſition; and that on 
ſuch Application the Majority (provided always 
they made firſt appear to the Houſe, the Juſtice 


and Equity of theit W proceeded upon, 


with 


[ 46 3 


with regard to all and ſingylar Parties con- 


eernd) ſhould not fail of Succeſs, ſuch oppoſi. 
tion notwithſtanding, Was this much - wanted 
General Bill firſt paſ&d, how would the Pub- 


| lick find themſelves encourag'd to carry on theſe 


neceſſary Improvements? How many poor di- 
ſtreſſed Pariſhes would ſue for Relief, had they 
ſuch previous Aſſurance of obtaining it? Where 
One private Bill of this kind is preſented now, 
there would be Ten, For want of ſuch Gene- 
ral Act, how is the majority of our Common. 


Field Land- Owners impoveriſh'd, inſlav'd, un- 


done? How is the P-----t itſelf ſtraiten'd, 
that they can't relieve at preſent, even in the 
moſt juſt and needful Caſes ? Suppoſe then 
the Title of ſuch General Bill ſhould reſemble 
the following Form, viz, A Bill to encourage 
a conſenting Majority in Common-F ields, to 
make Improvements of their Lands by Inclo- 
ſing, on applying to Pt for Relief in caſe 
of unreaſonable Oppoſition from a Few. The 
Preamble to ſuch Bill might be ſufficiently fur- 
niſh*d with ſetting forth the Miſchiefs and In- 
convenlencies ar iſing from the preſent State of 
Oppoſition in diverſe Places; and want of 
Power, in caſe of Oppoſition, to give Redreſs 

to the conſenting Majority. | | 
The Neceſſity of ſuch an Act hath, been fut- 
ficiently and demonſtrably already declared; 12 
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the Equity of it is not to be calbd in queſtion; 
becauſe all our Statute Laws themſelves are 
made by a conſenting Majority, and all the 
chief things of our Conftitution are carried in 
the ſame manner: Our Repreſentatives in P-----t 
are voted thither by the Conſent of the Majori- 
ty of the People: If we deſcend to lower In- 
ſtances, all Rates and Aſſeſſments are made by 
the diſcretionary J udgment and Vote of the 
major Part in any Pariſh, which ſhall be ob- 
liging and binding to all the reſt, when ratifi- 
ed by the Juſtices of the Peace: Now it real- 
ly appears to be a very hard and unequal Caſe, 
that Men ſhould be compelPd by the Judg- 
ment of the Majority to pay the Money out of 
their Pockets, and at the ſelf-ſame time not be 
allow'd (altho? they have the ſame, or a greater 
Majority, of their Side) to make the moſt pro- 
per Uſe of their Land, out of the Profits a- 
riſing from which Land; they are ford to 
y even theſe very Demands, which (to ſpeak 
the Truth) ſometimes are extravagantly un- 
Juſt. 
If the Word, Compel, (uſed by our Author 
in the fore-cited Paſſage) ſeem to ſound too 
harſhly in ſome tender Ears, we muſt beg ſuch 
to conſider, how much greater and more per- 
nicious that Force is which compels the Majo- 
rity every where to ſubmit to the Fewer in this 
Caſe: 
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Caſe: The firſt, being deſirous to improve 
their Land to their own and the publick Bene- 
fit; the latter, by a ſtubborn, ſelfiſh and un- 
reaſonable Oppoſition, preventing theſe Im- 
provements to the infinite Detriment of the 
Common-Weal. How impious, and how de- 
ſtructive in its Conſequences is this Force, 
which compels twenty or thirty Proprietors in 
ſome of theſe Fields to occupy their Lands in 
ſuch a Way and Method as will moſt certainly 
undo them, and force them from their Habita- 
tions and Eſtates; when at the ſame time, were 
it not for the Humour of three or four that pre- 


vent and oppoſe them, they would put their | 


Land to a proper Uſe, retrieve their ſinking 
Fortunes, made deſperate merely on the ac- 
count of being forc'd to employ their Land in 
a wrong Way ; and, inſtead of being Beggars, 
would render'd uſeful to their Comin and 
ſubſiſt comfortably all their Lives, and their 
Poſterity after them. Let it be conſider'd, more- 
over, what a Contradiction this Force is to our 
boaſted Freedom; and whether the very Name 
of Liberty is not wholly deſtroy*d, as to the 
Majority of Frecholders, who would put their 
Land to the moſt proper uſe, but are prevent- 
ed and oppoſed, and tyranniz'd over by a few, 
and by a few compelPd to be Slaves and Beg- 
gars all their Lives, and neceſſitated to bequeath 
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theſe wretched Legacies to their miſerable Poſte- 


rity.” In a word; if no Improvements of this 
ſort muſt be ſuffer'd to take effect where the Na- 
ture of the Soil requires them, and where the 
major Part are almoſt ruin'd and undone for 
want of them, ſo long as there is not ſome body 
to be found who will oppoſe and prevent them; 
what Numbers of induſtrious Husbandmen and 
uſeful Subjects muſt ſoon ft down with folded 
Arms, abandon'd to Deſpair, and be compell'd 
to be undone ? But ſurely there are ſome Men, 
who, in Pity and Compaſſion to themſelves, will 
aſſiſt their drooping Country, it from no other 
Motive, at leaft from this, That they may not 
ſhare her Miſeries. | 
The Uſefulneſs then of ſuch a General Act, 
whereby an agreeing Majority ſhould be im- 
power'd to Incloſe on equal and fair footing, with 
Reſpect had even to the oppoſing Few, and all 
Parties whatſoever concern'd, would be to ſhake 
off theſe Fetters which miſerably enſlave ſo ma- 
ny, and give a free Scope to Improvements of 
this ſort, ſo much deſir'd and wanted by a conſi- 
derable Majority in moſt of theſe Common-Fields, 
and ſo beneficial and neceſſary to the Publick. 
Too many, indeed, and too demonſtrably con- 
yincing, are the real Proofs of its Neceſſity at 
this time, from the univerſal Poverty which o- 
verſpreads moſt of our Common-Field Pariſhes , 
G but, 
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but in a more eſpecial manner thoſe, the Nature 
of whoſe Land is in itſelf averſe ts Tillage. 
Such are the low and cold Clay-Fields, which, 
having been unnaturally hataſs'd from Age t6 
Age with Plowing, ſeldom or never anfwer the 
Husbandtrien's Labour and Expence : This ap- 


peats from the large Quantities of grazing Ground 
frequent to be ſeen in theſe Fields, which is a De- 
monſtration that the Farmer's chief Dependance 
there, is not on his Crop, but Stock; and this is 
a cotivincirig Proof, that theſe Fields are natu- 
rally mote fit for Grazing than Plowing » Thele 
therefore would undeniably receive very great Im- 


provements by Incloſing, and are, from the Na- 


ture of their Land, under a real Neceſſity of 


ſuch Improvenients : Not that the more light 
and mixed Soils, which are with good Reaſoti 
eſteemꝰ d moſt natural for the Plough, would not 
receive alſo a very great and additional Improve- 
ment by Incloſing: For if Husbandmen had 
theſe Lands to theinſelves in Incloſures, to farm 
and 6ccupy at Diſcretion, they would double the 
preſent Profits which atiſe out of 'em in their 
preſent Capacity; and this, we believe, no Hus- 
bandman, whether he be for or Againſt Incloſing, 
will pretend to deny. 
Such a General Act would relieve the long⸗ 
inputd and oppreſsd from the Injuſtioe, Pride, 
Malice, and Obſtinacy of forne Men; and from 


the 
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the Ignorance, Superſtition, and Self-Defigns' of 
others: That theſe are the Maſter-Springs of 
moſt Oppoſition and Hinderance to ſuch Im- 
provements, ſo manifeſtly in the nature of 
things of univerſal Benefit to Mankind, all Men 
who have been concern'd in Incloſing Affairs, 
have found experimentally true: But, that a 
few Men of ſuch Principles, back'd by ſuch 
Reaſonings only as before deſcribed; ſhould be 
countenanced and allowed to obſtruct and hin- 
der theſe vaſt Improvements, to the utter Ruin 
and Diſtreſs of thouſands, which might other- 
wiſe be fav'd and ſupported by them, is an a- 
ſtoniſhing Inſtance of Force and Compulſion, a 
moſt intolerable Oppreſſion, and an Impoveriſh- 
ment and Reproach to too many Parts of this 
Kingdom. Such an Act would reſtore Numbers 
of People, now enſlav'd, to the Enjoyment of 
real Liberty, would ſecure their Properties, and, 
by making them Maſters of their own, would 
render them induſtrious as to * and ſer- 
viceable to the Publick. _ 

If we examine all our Countrymen who have 
written on the Subject of Agriculture, we ſhall 
find moſt of them promoting Incloſing in the 
firſt Place, as the Inlet to, and F oundation of, 
all good Husbandry. 

To what purpoſe are we told of adapting pro- 
per Seeds to proper Soils, when our Hands are 
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ty d up m following Nature, and thoſe Rules 
preſcribꝰd by Men who have ſpent long Study and 
Experience to explore and improve her? Our 
Knowledge is only an Addition to our Sorrow, 
and we verify the wiſe Man's Proverb to the 
Letter, He that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth 
forrow. How uſeleſs and inſignificant are theſe 
Men's Studies, who have ' traced Nature thro? 
all her Mazes, to the Majority of our Common- 
Field Land-holders! when two or three of our 
fore-mention'd Opponents ſtart up and tell us to 
our Face, That they are our Lords Te: Ma- 
<<. ſters, and we their Slaves“ 

Would our Repreſentatives conſider how Sinck 
the whole Landed Intereſt, as it is called, hath 
ſuffered upwards of theſe: 40 Years ; but in a 
more eſpecial manner that Part of it which hath 
been all along obliged and forced to be work'd 
contrary to the Nature of the Land; it muſt be 
allow'd that Incloſing of this fort, which was 
ſaid only to be welcome to the Countryman in 
King C-----s I's Reign, is now become of abſo- 
lute Neceſſity : And if nothing can be contriv*d 
of ſuch univerſal Relief thereto, as the giving a 
free Liberty to a conſenting Majority to make 
theſe Improvements by Incloſing; then to encou- 
rage and procure a General Act (the only healing 
Remedy for this univerſal Evil) will ſurely be- 
come the Care and Concern of every Man, whoſe: 

Breaſt 
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- Breaſt glows with the generous ge of doing 
2 to his Fellow - Countrymen. = 

Some Men's particular Intereſt may indeed in- 
duce them to oppoſe a Scheme of this kind, 
which ſurely hath proved one ma in Reaſon of its 
not having taken effect on the ſeveral Motions 
heretofore preſented and made in its behalf: But 
are the publick Grievances for ever to give place 


to private Intereſt, till even private Intereſt itſelf 


is forc'd at length to be ſwallow d up in the gene- 
ral. Ruin? Things which are in their Nature ne- 
ceſſary, and inconteſtably of publick Benefit to 


Mankind, ſhould be render'd eaſy for Mankind 


to enjoy: No little, particular, or private Con- 
ſiderations, ſhould lay a Reſtraint on the General 


Good, or be a Bar to Univerſal Relief: For was 


this permitted to be ſo in every thing elſe, as it 
hath been too long ſuffered in the Caſe before us, 
we ſhould not fail to ſee the ſame wild Doings 
and Confuſion preſiding over all, which at pre- 
ſent wildly rages, and ſpreads over many of our 
 Common-Field. Pariſhes : The Miſery of ſome 
of, which, occaſion'd by the foremention'd Ac- 
counts, is not to to be parallePd either in our own, 
or in any other civiliz*d Nation. 

That Five ſhall have the Power and Liberty 
of ruining Twenty Five; is a Freedom not much 
to our Credit, nor is it ſuffered in any other In- 
ſtance but this, the moſt detrimental that can be, 
and 
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4nd which hath proved the greꝛteſt Impoveriſh; 
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ment to the Publick, - *Tis high Time, indeed, 
that this Caſe was taken into Conſideration, and 
ſome Relief afforded to the languiſhing and di- 
ſtreſſed Husbandmen, in thoſe many Places where 


tis ſo greatly wanted: Theſe poor ſuffering Men 


have, in moſt Ages, been eſteemed no inconſi- 
derable Part; by all wiſe Conſtitutions, and have 
bean fayaurdd with particular Laws and Pretec- 
tion (to teward their Pains; and encourage their 
Induſtry) by the greateſt Princes; and the wiſeſt 


